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THOUGHT: Never Forget

It had been forty years since Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. During their years of
wandering in the desert, God demonstrated His faithfulness as well as His holiness. Now, as the
people were finally ready to cross the Jordan River into the promised land of Canaan, Moses gave
one last encouragement.

"When the Lord your God brings you into the land He swore to your fathers - a land with
large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not
provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant — then when you eat
and are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery” (Deut. 6:10-12). Moses warned the people not to forget God when they entered
the Promised Land and became prosperous. Prosperity, more than poverty, can dull our spiritual
vision, because it tends to focus our thoughts on “more and better” rather than on “here and now.”

We have all lived in the land of slavery - a land where we were controlled by sin. We were
born as slaves, but Jesus came to set us free: "Though you used to be slaves to sin, you
wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free"
(Romans 6:17-18).

While we were still lost in our sinful condition, Jesus gave His life on the cross as a sacrifice
(payment) for our sin - but He also broke the chains which kept us slaves to sin. Though we may
still struggle, we need not be mastered if we have placed our faith in Jesus and daily submit to the
leading of His Spirit. His sacrifice provides a way to be "heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ"
(Romans 8:17). This IS a victorious life!

Yes we have been set free! But we did nothing to earn this freedom. We did not dig a well
of righteousness or plant a field of forgiveness. Our "promised land" of freedom is a gift, given by
a loving Father to those who believe.

As we continue on our Christian walk, with its many peaks and valleys, twists and turns, we
often forget. We become discouraged over trivial matters which are quickly fading away and forget
the gift of eternal life we have been given. We wander in the dry desert of ungrateful hearts and
ask, "Where is God?" We forget the joy we once had of abiding in His presence and forget His
promise to always be near; "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5).

Through God's precious gift, we have an eternity to worship our Heavenly Father. This
alone should give us reason to praise His Name with every breath and live a life holy and pleasing
to Him. Whether we are currently in a time of crushing trials or unparalleled peace, we must
continually look from where we were rescued. His gift was our greatest blessing; and as we draw
near and give Him more of our heart, His grace will continue to bless us in abundance. Let's
worship with a thankful heart, glorify His Name in all we do, and be careful to never forget.
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